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22 November 2016 
 
To the District Deputy Grand Masters and members of the Board of General Purposes: 
 
RW Sirs: 
 
Last month I sent out an outline of the various events and activities being planned for the 300th 
anniversary celebrations in 2017.  The following is an update on that previous communication.   
 

1. At this point, there is no update on the plans for the gala to be held on the Monday night of 
Grand Lodge (July 17th, 2017).  Plans are for an 18th century table lodge to be portrayed by the 
Wellington District 18th century degree team as part of the evening’s celebrations.  This is still in 
the formative stages but more details will follow as they become known. 
 

2. The date for the jurisdiction-wide Open House with all lodges within this Grand Lodge opening 
their doors to the general public will be on Saturday June 3rd.  This is a week sooner than 
previously indicated. Tours of the facilities and explanations of some of the lodge furnishings 
may be offered in addition to other things determined by the lodges, such as refreshments and 
snacks, face painting for the kids, etc.  One community plans to invite those members who have 
not been to a lodge meeting in several years to join them for an informal gathering with light 
refreshments and social time.  Lodges and districts are asked to set that date aside and join in this 
province-wide event.  It is our hope that local Concordant and appendant bodies, including 
Scottish Rite, Royal Arch and Shrine groups, will participate with the lodges in this event. 
 

3. The Grand Historian, RW Bro Michael Jenkyns, has completed a series of articles that will be 
distributed once a month from January to July for publication in the local media.  In order for 
this to happen, it will be helpful if there is one person within each district to whom these articles 
will be forwarded and who will then submit them to the newspapers within their community.  
These articles will be “human interest” stories as opposed to any sort of advertising and, as such, 
will not have a cost involved.  In a previous letter, DDGMs were asked to appoint someone to fill 
this role.  Some have responded to that request but many others have not yet done so.  Please 
provide me with a contact name by the end of November so that we can be ready with the first 
article in January.   In June there will be a major insert, as opposed to a brief article.  This is still 
being prepared and more details will follow on this item. 
 

4. A commemorative coin has been prepared.  It will be in colour and one side will acknowledge 
the 150th anniversary of Canadian confederation and the other side will reflect the 300th 
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anniversary of formal masonry.  These coins will be available for sale at a cost of $5 each and 
will likely be available at the mid-term meeting in January as well as at Grand Lodge in July. 
 

5. The Grand Master will be attending a special reception in Kenora the weekend of May 27th and 
28th.  The weekend will include some special activities still being finalized. 
 

6. Work is progressing on the preparation of two or three 30-second commercial-grade ads for use 
on TV to promote Masonry in a positive light.  It is expected these will be shown on local cable 
channels. 
 

7. In conjunction with this, there is the possibility of a video promoting Masonry. 
 

8. As many districts and lodges will be planning events of their own, the Grand Lodge website will 
include a special section listing those activities so anyone can check them out and plan to attend 
as they are able.   
 

9. Brief biographical statements of famous Canadian Masons has been prepared and are now posted 
on the Grand Lodge website.  The editor of the Ontario Mason magazine has agreed to start 
including them in future publications. Their use as pop-ups on social media sites is still being 
developed. 
 

10. The Masonic Foundation Ontario is preparing a three-part series on Masonic Charity: Past, 
Present and Future as well as a fourth article entitled, “The Beacon of Ontario Masons”.  These 
are expected to be ready in January and will be made available on the website and the Ontario 
Mason Magazine, for starters. 
 

11. The logo and the banner, as they appear in this letter, are available for use with related 300th 
anniversary events. 
 

12. Niagara District A will be hosting a Masonic Day at Niagara Lodge No. 2 in Niagara-on-the-
Lake.  This will include seminars related to the 300 year history as well as history specific to 
Niagara Lodge No. 2.  A similar event will be held later in the year in Frontenac District 
involving Ancient St. John’s Lodge No. 3 in Kingston.  The dates for these two events are yet to 
be confirmed.  

 
Please share this information with the lodges in your respective districts as well as any other updates that 
may be passed on.  As details are firmed up for events and activities within your districts, please pass 
those on to myself for posting on the Grand Lodge website.  Encourage the lodges to make early 
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arrangements for the Open House on June 3rd and please send me the name of the contact person who 

will connect with the local newspapers for the monthly articles as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to share these items in your districts and happy 300th. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
 
Ron Findlater 
Chairman, 
Ad Hoc 300th Anniversary Committee 


